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MVPF SEEDS 150 ACRES OF NATIVE
GRASSLAND IN 2006

MVPF set a personal record for establish-
ing nesting habitat, planting 150 acres of native
grasses in eight separate projects during 2006.
The grasslands are located in Preble and Butler
Co., OH, and Franklin Co., IN.  Due to inclement
weather, planting was significantly delayed and
the final project was not completed until June 20.

In addition to these club projects, MVPF
assisted with seven other habitat projects
throughout our service area.  The
group provided technical advice and
discounted seeding materials and
specialty herbicides to private
landowners part ic ipat ing in
government-sponsored habitat
programs.  Landowners receive
ample funding through such
programs, but often require local assistance  im-
plementing their conservation plans. MVPF con-
tinues to be an important technical resource in our
community.

MVPF PROMOTES THE HIGHLY
SUCCESSFUL “QUAIL BORDER“ FARM
BILL PROGRAM

This spring, MVPF campaigned for the
Continuous CRP ÒQuail BufferÓ (CP-33) Program
that pays farmers generously to convert unpro-
ductive crop field edges to warm-season grass
cover.  Through this USDA-NRCS program, now
in its second year, many new acres of nesting
habitat have been created in our region.

MVPF helped raise public awareness and
generate interest in the program amongst local
landowners.  The group manned an informative
display and gave a brief presentation at a promo-
tional workshop hosted by Preble Soil and Water
District.  The event, held on February 16 at

Hueston Woods State Park, was well attended by
landowners from Butler, Montgomery and Preble
Counties.  Subsequently, additional CRP contracts
were awarded in each of these counties, and
many new acres of nesting cover are now on the
ground.

Next year is the third and final year of this
highly-successful program.  Potential participants
should contact their local Soil and Water Conser-
vation District for details.  General information
about the program can be found on the MVPF web
page, www.orgs.muohio.edu/pheasants forever.

WOODLAND TRAILS WILDLIFE AREA
PROJECT NEARS COMPLETION

The Ohio Division of WildlifeÕs Woodland
Trails Wildlife Area offers over 700 acres of public
hunting and other recreation near Camden, in
southern Preble County, OH.  A 40-acre unit of the
property was selected by MVPF for a special
habitat restoration project, which got underway in
summer 2005.

Located along U.S. Rte. 127 and Gasper-
Somers Rd., the disjunct parcel was choked with
invasive exotics, such as tall fescue and bush
honeysuckle.  A grove of oak trees, planted by the
Boy Scouts of America nearly 15 years ago, lan-
guished from insect damage and excessive com-
petition.  The area suffered declines in wildlife
abundance and aesthetic quality, and was un-
derutilized by recreationists.

Following a plan approved by the Division
of Wildlife and NRCS, MVPFÕs habitat team cre-
ated an oak savannah by replacing the invading
exotics with a native short-grass prairie.  Thriving
amongst the hilltop oaks, these grasses and wild-
flowers will furnish critical nesting and brood-
rearing cover, while also checking soil erosion.
Other improvements included tree pruning and
release, building numerous brush piles, and con-
structing a turn-out that will allow visitors to safely
park off the road.  Bluebird nest boxes will be in-



stalled next winter, before the nesting season be-
gins.

The seeding was completed in June of this
year and habitat quality is expected to steadily
improve over the next few years.  Funding for the
labor-
intensive,
$9,500
project was
provided
primarily by
MVPF and
its familiar
partner, the
Shady Hol-
low Longbeards chapter of the National Wild Tur-
key Federation.  MVPF gratefully acknowledges
in-kind contributions and financial support from
Wysong Gravel Company, Schmidt Signery, and
various members and friends.

MVPF PARTNERS WITH USFWS ON
WETLAND, GRASSLAND PROJECTS

Partners for Fish and Wildlife, a national
program administered by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service to protect, enhance and restore im-
portant fish and wildlife habitats on private lands
through partnerships, offers a chance to regain
some of AmericaÕs most important natural re-
sources. This voluntary cost-share program builds
on the strengths and interests of committed indi-
viduals and organizations to accomplish shared
conservation goals. In Ohio, the program focuses
on wetland restoration, native prairie restoration,
stream restoration, migratory bird habitat, endan-
gered species habitat, and invasive species con-
trol.

MVPF initiated a partnership with the
USFWS Ohio Private Lands Office that will help
implement Partners projects in our service area.
To date, MVPF has participated in two Butler
County projects that will each create a series of
wetlands surrounded by native prairie.  On the H.
Hammel farm, Wayne Twshp., MVPF seeded 27
acres of grassland this spring, and will plant an
additional 18 acres next year.  The group recently
constructed of a three-unit wetland complex near
Indian Creek on the A. Geddes property, Reily
Twshp.  MVPF will plant 10 acres of native prairie
on this site in spring 2007.

Additional Partners for Fish and Wildlife
projects in this area are being considered by

MVPF and USFWS.  For additional information,
see www.fws.gov/midwest/Partners/Ohio.html

MVPF HOSTS DOG TRAINING

Hunting dogs are a common interest ana-
mong the many members and friends of MVPF.
Most of us are not professional dog trainers and
would agree that we donÕt work with our beasts as
often as we should.

With that in mind, MVPF hosted two in-
formal dog-training sessions earlier this year.  The
well-attended events were held on Jan. 14 and
Feb. 18 at Quail Ridge Dog Training Ground,
Camden.  The facility offered nearly 30 acres of
grassy cover in which participants worked their
dogs, as well as several ponds, brushy draws and
fencerows.  Participants purchased quail or
pheasant for release in the field on site.

The sessions provided a great opportunity
to sharpen hunting skills and share techniques
with other trainers.  MVPF plans to host additional
sessions next winter.

MVPF & PARTNERS TO HOST PUBLIC
“PRAIRIE WALK” IN SEPTEMBER

Experience the magnificence of native
grasses and wildflowers at their seasonal best and
discover how you can create and manage prairie
habitat on your own property. Co-sponsored by
MVPF, Three Valley Conservation Trust (TVCT),
and the Ohio Division of Wildlife (ODW), an infor-
mational Òprairie walkÓ will be held September 10
on the farm of Alan and Mary Bruns.

After touring the farm's lush grasslands,
attendees will learn how prairie habitat benefits
wildlife and safeguards soil and water quality from
ODWÕs Private Lands Biologist, Heidi Devine.
Techniques of prairie establishment and manage-
ment, and various incentive programs supporting
prairie restoration on private lands, will be cov-
ered. TVCT Board member, Tom Klak, will dem-
onstrate a novel method for creating small-scale
prairie plots that attract butterflies and birds to
your home.

Please dress for walking through tall
grass, rain or shine, and arrive just before 1:00
p.m.  Find the Bruns' Farm on SR 177, about two
miles north of Hueston Woods State Park, be-
tween SR 732 and SR 725. Look for signs. Please
call the TVCT office (513) 524-2150 to reserve a
spot and to be notified in case of cancellation.


